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DO NOW: 

1. Grab a laptop

2. Go to the class drive 

3. Upload your photos to the correct 

folder 

4. Correctly label and organize your 

folders   



Training > Writing

FEATURE 

STORIES



News Feature Stories
• Quote-transition format

• Lead

• Quote

• Transition

• Quote

• Conclusion (may end with a quote)

• Written in past tense

• No editorializing; stick to facts and figures

Feature Stories



Transition/Quote Formula

LEAD

• Unique 
story 
introduction 
with an 
angle 
developed      
by attention       
to specific 
facts          
and figures

QUOTES

• Distinctive, 
personal 
insights into 
the story

TRANSITIONS

• Links 
between 
quotes           
that weave             
the story        
together and 
add 
informational 
value

CONCLUSION

• Brings story 
full circle by 
referencing  
the lead         
with fresh 
facts and 
figures



And so on… until the story is complete.

Lead: Most interesting information. Something that 

will grab the reader's attention and drag them into the 

story.

Direct Quote: Connects to the lead. Can also 

be after an optional nut graph. Use more than one 

sentence. Direct quotes should show the emotion of 

the story.

Transition: Next important fact. Use transition 

words to help the story flow. They can be facts, indirect 

quotes or partial quotes.

Direct Quote: Connects to the first transition. 

Do not repeat the transition in the quote. DQ should 

elaborate on the transition.

Transition: Next important fact. Use transition 

words to help the story flow. They can be facts, 

indirect quotes or partial quotes.

Direct Quote: Connects to the second 

transition. Do not repeat the transition in the quote. 

DQ should elaborate on the transition.

Linked

Linked

Linked

Transition/Quote Formula



What could be better than beating your 

arch rival once? Twice!

In district play, Lance Neighburg led the 

all-senior team to its first victory over the 

Caston Wildcats in 10 years, 72-68.

“Lance was amazing. He could not be 

stopped. All of us just wanted him to have 

the ball and break the school record. He 

hit 82% and scored 38 points,” senior 

Jason Tyndall said.

Advancing to regional play-offs, team 

members defeated the Wildcats in a 

rematch, 69-67 in two overtimes.

“It was surreal and I felt all kinds of ‘déjà 

vu” as we faced them again. It was a nail-

biter. My last basket sealed the game and 

sent us to state. All I could do was fall to 

the floor,” senior Macy Telson said.

With a one-game-at-a-time mindset, five 

seniors set personal best scoring 

averages leading them to not just one 

play-off game, but five games and a state 

championship.

“Our fans went berserk screaming and 

dancing. I was mugged by family and 

friends. When I got up, I saw the 

scoreboard and cried like a baby,” Lance, 

who averaged 28 points in the play-offs, 

said.

Transition/Quote Formula

LEAD

NUT GRAPH 

(optional)

QUOTE

TRANSITION

QUOTE

TRANSITION

QUOTE/CONCLUSION



Feature Stories in Action

Shawnee Mission West HS [KS]



• Visual Nouns

• Image-evoking

• NO boring nouns like students, players and 

members

• Active Verbs

• Subjects take action, avoid all forms of “to be”

• Verb Tense

• Caption first sentence in present tense 

• Caption second sentence in past tense

Editing and Proofreading



• Consistent Style

• Capitalization, punctuation, spelling, 

abbreviations, numbers

• Common Mistakes

• Label/name story and caption starts

• Long paragraphs (more than 3 sentences)

• Editorializing: writer injecting own opinion

• Obvious and redundant information

• Word overuse (school name/initials, mascot)

Editing and Proofreading



QUICK READS

Training > Writing



QUICK READS

• Alternative Story Formats, or Quick 

Reads, help tell the story in a visual and 

fun way.

• Quick Reads require less writing, but just 

as much research.



THE GOALS

• To make every page in the yearbook 

interesting to as many people as possible.

• To include as many people as possible in 

a meaningful way on every spread.  



SAMPLE SPREAD WITH QUICK READ

Glenbrook South High School [IL]
Southwest Career and Technical Academy [NV]



Facts

• Fact box

• List

• Top 10

• Summary points

• Informational map

• Diagram

• Definition

• 5Ws & H

• Mini-profile

• Matching

• Quiz

TYPES OF QUICK READS



FACTS

Glenbrook South High School [IL]
Glenbrook South HS [IL]



FACTS

Glenbrook South High School [IL]
Kirkwood HS [MO]



FACTS

Glenbrook South High School [IL]
Carroll HS [TX]



• Schedule

• Calendar

• Timeline

• Charts

• Graphs

• Percentages

• Table

• Index

• Listing

• Stats

• Scoreboard

TYPES OF QUICK READS

Figures



FIGURES

Glenbrook South High School [IL]
Clayton HS [MO]



FIGURES

Glenbrook South High School [IL]
Eaglecrest HS [CO]



FIGURES

Glenbrook South High School [IL]
Bryant HS [AR]



Feelings

• Quotes

• Question & answer

• Personal narrative

• He said/she said

TYPES OF QUICK READS



FEELINGS

Glenbrook South High School [IL]
Castleview HS [CO]



FEELINGS

Glenbrook South High School [IL]
Center Grove HS [IN]



FEELINGS

Glenbrook South High School [IL]
Mountain Brook JH [AL]



Collective Quick Reads

• Gather together facts, figures and feelings into one comple

te 

module

TYPES OF QUICK READS



COLLECTIVE

Glenbrook South High School [IL]
Cimarron MS [CO]



COLLECTIVE

Glenbrook South High School [IL]
Cimarron MS [CO]



COLLECTIVE

Glenbrook South High School [IL]
Covenant Christian School [FL]


